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Schema: The Organizing Principle of Meaning - Making in Dance

Yuan Jiexiong

Abstract ; Schema runs through the entire meaning-making process of dance from creation and performance to
reception, and it serves as the organizing principle of meaning-making in dance. The schema of dance refers
not only to the psycho-cognitive structure stored ( or temporarily constructed) in the mind of the conscious
subject, but also to the organizational rules that dance movements follow in relation to one another (including
movements in relation to music, costume, etc. ). The former is the psychological schema, while the latter is
the movement schema; both possess formal structure and conceptual structure. The formation of the move-
ment schema relies on three modes of assimilation; sign-eme assimilation based on the minimal unit of move-
ment, sign-code assimilation based on the combinatorial rules of stylized vocabulary, and content assimila-
tion based on expressive content and intention. All three establish relationships through repetition, generate
correspondences, and are consolidated through application, enabling the movement schema to precipitate in-
to a relatively stable “cultural form” that conforms both to specific formal laws and to the laws of content. At
the level of meaning interpretation ,the construction of dance imagery—as the specific operational manifesta-
tion of psychological schemas— primarily involves three types of image schemata: figural schema related to
the general characteristics of the character, qualitative schema related to the patterns of time, space, and
force, and metaphorical schema related to the similarity features of metonymic meaning. These three image
schemata form dominant correspondences with the three modes of assimilation in the formation of the move-
ment schema, together constituting the conceptual framework for interpreting dance works.

Keywords: schema, meaning-making in dance, movement schema, logic of formation, image schema
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