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ABSTRACTS

inclusion and a balanced strategy of long~ and shortterm development- An authoritative
integrated government agency should be established to coordinate various government and societal
efforts on aging issues- A series of policy measures should be implemented based on China’s
special socio-economic and cultural conditions, including redefining the social role of senior
citizenss solving practical problems related to support for the aged and the sustainable

development of an aging society -

(9) Resourcess Incentives and Sectoral Interests: A Longitudinal Study of the System of Collecting
Social Insurance Contributions in China (1999-2008) Liu Jungiang « 139 «

Financing is the foundation of a social insurance system, and the selection of collection
agencies for social insurance contributions is crucial for system design and construction- Two
types of collection agency coexist in China: local taxation agencies and social insurance agencies-
The newly approved Social Insurance Law has failed to resolve the competition between the two-
Why has this duopoly lasted for more than a decade?’ And which agency would better serve the
development of social insurance programs? In fact. each has its merits- This paper argues that
the main driver of competition between the two is the pursuit of collection-related power, funds;
and staff positions- We examine the evolution of collection agencies at the provincial level and
construct a panel database covering the ten years from 1999 to 2008. Qur statistical analysis
indicates that local tax agencies perform better in expanding social insurance coverage and
increasing social insurance revenues- As an independent empirical study. this analysis will
contribute to ending the decade-long debate over different types of collection agency- At the same
time, the analytical framework of sectoral interests can be applied to the analysis of other

government bodies-
(10) A Semiotic Approach to Linguistic and Cultural Studies Wang Mingyu 157 «

From the semiotic perspective; all cultural phenomena and spiritual activities express human
achievements and the meaning of human existence through symbols- Since semiotics is closely
related to linguistic and cultural studies, there has been a trend for the two to draw together and
interact with each other. Integrating semiotic factors into linguistic and cultural studies, we
adopt a semiotic perspective in linguistic and cultural studies with textual studies as the basis, the
information communication process as the focus, the isomorphism of the first and second
patterning systems as a reference; extensive dialogue as the principle and the dynamic balance of
the semiotic domain as the foundation- We anticipate that this approach will introduce new

theoretical frameworks and expand the horizon of linguistic and cultural research-

(11) Asymmetry in the Mutual Imitation of Language and Image: A New Look at the Literature-
Image Relationship Zhao Xianzhang + 170 «

The mutual imitation of the linguistic and pictorial arts is a traditional topic in the history of
art both in China and elsewhere- However, an asymmetry resides within this imitation: it is

natural for images to imitate lanquage, but for language to imitate images reverses this order-
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