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On the Construction and Domestication of the Self through

Mobile Internet Access

Wang Xiaoying

Abstract: With the ubiquitous use of mobile smartphones, people and telephones

alike have moved into the fine-grained “cyborg” era. As an essential item
carried around, the mobile phone has an identity function and acts as a
synecdoche for the user’s “self”. It also provides more ways and places to
display the self, resulting in an extension and expansion of the self. At the
same time, the user’s self has become an object that is deeply explored

and designed in the context of mobile phone networking. In the process
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of “unmasking ” the self, mobile phone technology has created a new
kind of “masking”. The main change brought about by the rise of mobile
phones, which have become a must-have regular medium for
communication, is that the world is now perceived by and through mobile
phones, which thus dominate the interpretation of the world. Self-
knowledge is filtered through mobile phones, which allows the phones to
domesticate and shape themselves.
Keywords: semiotics, mobile phone, self, network, domestication
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