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A Semiotic Study of Qi-Theory of Chinese Body Philosophy

in The Yellow Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine

Chen Dong

Abstract: Qi is an important concept in traditional Chinese philosophy, which
exerted profound impact in traditional Chinese science. Until now, Qi has
been the subject of Chinese medicine study. From the semiotic perspective,
the paper explores the formation of Qi as a sign, its unlimited semiosis as
well as how the medical meaning sphere came into being in The Yellow
Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine. Tt helps to understand the Qi
concept and the unity of body and mind in traditional Chinese medicine.
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