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“Analogical Metaphors” and the Marked Gender Symbols in Poetry

Lu Zhenglan

Abstract: “Analogical metaphors” are commonly used rhetorical devices in which two analogical images may
form a metaphor respectively, and the two resulting metaphors may form an analogy of their own. The special features of
Chinese language make it possible for analogical metaphors to have a very significant presence in Chinese literature. Be-
cause of the special coordinating structure in songs, analogical metaphors are indispensable parts in songs. What is more,
because of the frequent presence of the themes of gender in songs, analogical metaphors have become embodiments of
gender culture. From the rich variety of gender analogical metaphors in the several thousand years’ Chinese songs we
can see the fundamental archetypal beliefs in Chinese literature. The partial emphasis on a certain metaphor in analogical
metaphors is a strong indication of marked gender culture. The reversion of the partial emphasis in analogical metaphors
in recent Chinese songs is an important indication of the changes of gender culture in current China.

Key Words: Lyrics; Analogical Metaphors; Markedness; Gender Culture
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