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Abstract: As the core concept of aesthetic research, the word “form” provokes more
disagreement than consensus. As an important proposition in the study of literature and art,
the relationship between form and content has triggered many debates. Returning to the
“formalism” and revealing the mystery of the “form” not only meets the theoretical need
to examine and respond to the problems and disputes, but also has the realistic value of
facing and interpreting the change of contemporary art. Centering on the comparison of
Chinese and Western formal theories, this paper first analyzes the differences in cultural
thinking behind the translation of “xing” (J£) and “form”, and reveals that Chinese and
Western art always contains anti-form characteristics that transcend form by summarizing
the ternary division logic of Chinese and Western formal theories. Finally, this paper
analyzes the meaning-generating mechanism of “artistry” in contemporary art by means of
formal analysis, so as to clarify the paradigmatic characteristics and theoretical utility of
semiotic aesthetics in the new era.
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