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On the Reasons of Wechat’ s Prevalence in the Context of Identity Crisis

XUE Chen
(The Department of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University Chengdu, Sichuan 610207, China)

Abstract : Wechat, initiated from 2011, has become the most popular mobile APP and owns the rapist growth rate of users. Adopting the theory of the se-

miotic self, this thesis endeavors to figure out the root reasons of Wechat’ s prevalence from a user’ s perspective. It is found that the usage of Wechat nar-

rows the tendency of self’s vertical variation, which makes the identity consciousness of users more stable and provides users an effective way to escape

from the identity crisis generated by network.

Keywords : Wechat; textual identity; identity crisis; self reduction
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