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A Study of Fans’ Fantasy Narratives

Cheng Juan

Abstract: Fans of media stars are not just consumers of popular entertainment;

they are also creative producers of their own narrative texts. Among
the narratives that fans produce, one special category is the fantasy
narrative. Such fantasy narratives are expressions of fans’ self-
consciousness. These kinds of narrative convey fans’ own active
participation and fanatical emotion, but are also manipulated by
entertainment industry producers. Fans’ fantasy narratives and re-
narratives express self-differentiation. In the new forms of media

available today, fans can share their fantasy re-narratives through
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websites, and even fans who do not follow particular stars can become
narratees of fans’ fantasy re-narratives. These narratives are fictional,
but may influence the real lives of other fans as narratees. Fans’
fantasies about stars are means of satisfying repressed desires, healing
the wounds of psychological traumas and imagining solutions to
dilemmas.
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