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English Abstract

The Theory of Film Rhetorics as General Semiotics: Thought of and
Reflection upon Psychoanalysis and Cinema. The Imaginary Signifier

ZHAO Bin

Abstract: Psychoanalysis and Cinema: The Imaginary Signifier (heremafter referred to as Imaginary
Signifier) clarifies the imaginative nature of the film and the fundamental features of the signifier’s operation. It
opens up the method of Second Film Semiotics to combine Linguistics and Psychoanalysis. This method, with
the combination of the two theories, examines the identity of the film as a visual rhetoric with the general
language, and finally enables Film Semiotics to complete the propositional argumentation of “film is language.”
Its ideological heritage is reflected in the fact that it provides rhetoric with a Mata-Rhetoric theory of trans-media,
and also provides an important supplement to the understanding of the development pedigree of contemporary
thetoric theory. Particularly, it provides an important idea to unify “text rhetoric” and “material rhetoric.” At the
same time, it constitutes the last precision practice of “Humanities” in the “Grand Theory” wave of the second
half of the 20" century.

Key Words: Semiotics; Psychoanalysis; Rhetoric; Film; Imaginary signifier

(D Christian Metz  Psychoanlysis and Cinema: The Imaginary Signifier London: Macmillan Press 1976 p. 220.



