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Information Selection and Metalanguage Relations in the Post-truth Era: a Semiotic

Perspective

WANG Lihui
(School of Marxist, Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu Sichuan 611137,
China)

Abstract: Social maintenance and self-verification in the Internet era are accomplished through symbols, and the
creative use of symbols is one of the most distinctive features of this era. In human history, every change in the way of
information transmission can lead to great social changes. The social significance of changes is not only the content of
information transmitted, but also the symbol and definition of the speed and context of information transmission, and even
the reproduction of social ideology. Information selection in the age of social media has “narrowed” the meta-language,
which, to some extent, hinders individuals’ real cognition of society. When the algorithm was introduced into the mass
media, the industrial changes triggered by the algorithm produced a “domino” effect in the society, affecting people’s
judgment of the social environment.

Keywords: Information; Metalanguage; Semiotics; Post-truth



