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In the “Unhomely” Island: Chinese Writer’s Pursuit

of Self-Identity

X %% 1% (Zhao Yiheng)

NEHE: AWMU RNTEARERERE —/F “FEHA” , TEXKFEAN
LM XF R H =T, 2ARFTHNE, 2HAKERNTET, K
KRENEEENEL, HERABRNFIE(LEL Y, KEEAXFR LN
EHR) AT HEESNFEER, THENPEIETRY; LB
RSP XEZEXEE, HLEERSTERE 2 0 E L, EEH UL
SHEH “RES” B35, AR ER, —ERAEXEE, —4 L
FAREFEKRFERKEEL, EZWATNOEKTESEE ¥ E AN EF,
FENNEEFEEF. BNAHFLRNEEL AT RGOS TEAER
B ENEZEER: RENXARE, 2FPEALEE XN X MZAR,
R TG, A REECHNTEE TR, Bl EwRa T REM
EW

KR AR B FEHIG

TEEE T 2&l, WIAFXFEHFEFRAZX., H#+E£ 30, W k¥
REFEEFFARFTOEME, NEHHNARETEEHE) £%.

Title: In the “Unhomely” Island: Chinese Writer’s Pursuit of Self-Identity

Abstract: Around more than half a century ago, the “Obsession with China”
characteristic of modern Chinese writers since the May Fourth Movement (1919)
has been, surprisingly, sustained among “Chinese” writers, which is ostensibly
evidenced by Prof Xiao Chunduan’s book Establishing Oneself in Our History: A
Study of Chinese Writings in Britain. None of those “Chinese” writers, no matter
migrated to the UK from where, no matter now writing in Chinese or in English,
can shake off their psychological bond with China. About the few writers that are
discussed in this essay, they grew up in English education, and have almost never
lived in mainland China, yet their writings have forever been orbiting around
Chinese existence, or Chinese livelthood. We have no choice but to understand the
essential importance that this unshakable Obsession in the Chinese writing. The

deep sediment of Chinese culture makes itself indispensable roots for anyone with
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Chinese blood. Only by re-establishing oneself through the narrating of our history
can he find his own identity as a writer, as is precisely stated in Xiao’s book.
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—iGH R, HREZEENEEL, WEH: AEFE—Ma KK EHA
[FE, AT E CAEERE “2 &7, WAUKEE “SLsh” , TR S EATT
eIt “RIER” .
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PR 5 22 5 s R A (HIRMIFEAENY — it TXML)5w, s
BN NMASEE O ERBAE T H AR ZER, FIATEEERAEAEN. K
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