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Abstract: Co-text decides the way of textual interpretation. Concealed within and without
the text co-text plays a very active role in constructing meaning of the text and exerts great
influence to interpretation. This essay explores the change and development of African
American women’s ideas on gender problem and community building through the study of
the co-text of contemporary African American women’s novels from the perspectives of
paradext archi-4ext meta-text ( commenting—text) successive text omi-text as well as

the pre-text.
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