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The Symbolic Relation of Nature and Culture in Zhuangzi-
Qiwu Lun: Symbolic Analysis Based on the Concept
of “Yiming”

Sun Xuan

Abstract: Zhuangzi repeatedly claimed that “yiming” was how people experience
nature and understand the relation between nature and cultural signs.
Zhuangzi deconstructed the binary relationship between man and

nature, while “yiming” signified the descent of human subjectivity to
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the “centre” of nature and cultural signs. The body connects the inner
world with the external world. Zhuangzi believed that the semiotic
relationship between nature and culture could be established through

» W

the body’s “empty tranquillity”, “mind fasting” and “self-loss”. The
body can reach a state of “ming” through “materialisation”. “Yiming”
also exists in the process of linguistic symbols pointing to objects, but
human can never reach it through language. Only by striving to show
the order of “things in themselves” in the semiotic process of pointing
to objects can we continuously approach “yiming”. This process also
shows the synechism between nature and culture. This article analyses
“yiming” from the perspective of dialogue between China and the
West, arguing that “yiming” is not a metaphysical view but contains
the complex relationship between nature and culture and reflects the
idea of eco-semiotics.
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H: 45" “BAKS, FTXW-7 (FP3k, 1985, p.63) AEWIEF
EREX, A HMNRENES, MoRAKRKAEE R 2S5
BTSSR LY X A5 BB (semiotic threshold )@ (14 [5]
A, B AT O0 T HAR AR R AT BRI AT o o P55 2 R IR i AR H
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THAT . H T/ H R AR ZANTE T = A EUCE BRI
AR, WAMSISE =M, W7 AR RFEE Bt R Re e Y BEAF7E Z A Y
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B W, AR o S RS

JFEFE—257E k7 RS BIgUE CSET, IR B, RS
K. “FlheE: BN AREED, ABULTRED, B K#. FEH:
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TR MM AE , BHORT- 7 AL Wi SEM IR, BR R Tk 2" 72 R A
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AFETIRAK JEAR, FERRFIRE, BihE P REAMEES, R -
% — JE#F (Maurice Merleau-Ponty, 1970, p. 131) 1A R: “ B {RAR B —Fh
AP, BITCIEZ Wil D e - BRI ERFISNER Z 8] A S R 4L,
EME T3S ST BiRE AR BTh R — &y, o RIFEE
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11007 KA s ST 5 A, FARIREE AR5 775 2 )Y 28 i AT
Bk,

FEFHSER “0i” 5 AR BEiEmhERL T W7 iR,
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&, T SEE ARERIIT AR, (GrYng) SRR AT Bk
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WIARTET AL AN R 5 A S T S i LA, AR TR AE
HTE AR A R B — B A TR IR RIFT 536 . “ B LI /b
T RAEE ST RIAT SR, LR ZARE, A LUARR s 2 Ak
fRl” MIE CBH . ORI ZER T B, BAREAN A A
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BEHFIROF AT (1988, pp. 167 —168) . “WJiFZiisk”, “KIW" 5§ “45
Yir WSRFRE YN, AR (p.324)

TEARYIR I RE R, T BN B H B9 BT e 3538 R e, 0k
CETH YT mTarh LT Wi, T RARE EEK CAEA
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SRR, AA BRI, WXBTEERZM”, A AL SR
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TTGRTTL.” (XUBRI, 2020, p.159) Witk i B BB A
VAR, TR S 2B, S 2 T T A,
IR T R 50T 2 RO 2. 4 P07 A5 2 B T A
R SOAr L ST U 1 9K 5 S i B e, PR e R AR
YIS0 RIS EON (Synechism ) (R9HERL FHEH 11985 30 AL T B 40 S0
B, SRR SR S AR R A T kg, MR, BT
A IE A B S LRI & (4" (Maran, 2020, p.4), X 5FT 24
FOEE T8 2 11 AR BLAOHIL AL — 30y, AR T 3 SR B e R
TR A e TS ) S TEAE R e, B R SR Bk 5 5
Rx 4, FETURFEEE Ot 5, S HA ST, RHL
HRKP HGRAKT? KGRE, HEHE, WEHEURR, BR,
W Ez o ((GFMIE)) MRS Z S RERE, 5 RA S i,
U R LA R, BB A B — A R RS
PAERRAE, RAEte "B ORI s Hg R
RUFHEE “DAWI” . FE TR T R A A Sk B~ Ko S99, T
T ERE—. MEH—%, HEAETF? HOHz—%, AEESFr —
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DET=, Wi AHEAT ETRAEK SWEN—" 5 U, 1R
BA = O SRS IR S, (T = ERM A
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R RRIR I = JEA S B, P IR S . R A,
BRI G R ok — A T, T T35 A I B 4 900 ) 5 — A
(2014, p.49) , TEMFEREIIRIR. 1ERREFPE S22, 755 B0 R — A
RO I B, A28 - JA] (John Deely) (2021, p.144) Xf ik
IR HIRE SRR — IR E RIS A R T EE RS
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p.319) IR ALIIEE, “HAE" AR NEE. KGR
W7 AR RSN, TR RE <

L, LB RRER CRE (REF), WRHRE “EE 5
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b IR SR R AL A ORI L (IR, BEE 3,
2020, pp. 184 - 185), FYZE— LI BT —AKH. HH. B
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ETOBRARLL CET B A, 2R R o R
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BT, FeTBEE T T35 52 I SERSSE, AR F AREN SO0
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W SRR K, (KA RS

& &
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