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On Edmund Carpenter's Concept of Media Bias
——Concurrently on the Media Bias of Words and Images

Cao Zhong

Abstract: In The History of Communication: Technology, Culture, and Society, Edmund carpenter puts forward the concept
of “media bias” , and believes that only through some kind of media can we obtain this information and opinion in the best way.
The purpose of this study is to analyze the differences between Edmund carpenter's concept of “media bias” and Harold A. Innis's
concept of "media bias", and uses the concept of media bias to analyze the “media bias” of words and images. It is found that, as
two completely different medias, words and images have different "media bias", and they also have different bias on the expression
of meaning. The main performance is that the words is abstract and the images is intuitive; the words is associative and the images
is compulsive; the words is indirect and the images is direct. At the same time, they permeate each other. In some cases, they
complement each other, which provides a new way to express meaning. At the same time, the paper points out that the media bias
of words and images also refers to the differences between the words symbol and images symbol, as well as the differences between
the printing culture represented by words and the visual culture represented by images.
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information by social media, instead of depending on mainstream media, which challenging the cultural authority of
professional journalism. Thus the news industry should reconstruct the boundary between amateurs and professional journalists
with a cooperative concept, aiming to build a mode of participatory journalism which could effectively integrate witness
contents into conventional news production. In this way, “eyewitness” should be treated not only as news sources, but also das
equal content “produsers” .
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