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Truth and Semiotic Phenomenology

Zhao Yiheng
(Institute of Semiotics & Media Studies, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065)

Abstract: Truth is the core issue of any theory of meaning, and the pursuit of truth is

the fundamental motivation of human consciousness. But whether the appearance of

truth is true, and in what sense, is the most difficult problem and the diverging point of

various schools. The reason why Peirce’ s semiotic phenomenology deserves deeper

studies is because he proposes a doctrine on truth that could be grasped, but also

multilayered and not very pragmatic.

First, any meaning activity pursues truth.

Secondly, no semiotic representation can be totally untrue nor completely true. Thirdly,

in order to access truth, there must be an accumulation of semiotic activities until the

consensus of a community is reached, which could be called a “communitarian truth”.

Fourthly, since communities are continuously formed, the unlimited semiosis thus

resulted could gradually approach the ideal truth.

Key words: truth; theory of meaning; community; semiotics
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