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Media as Signs: Rethinking the Media-Sign Relationship
through Media Affordances

Zhang Cheng

Abstract: The relationship between media and signs is commonly understood as

media being the signifier or representamen of signs. This
interpretation fails to transcend the subject-object dualism, leading to a
one-sided understanding of their relationship and limiting our

comprehension of media. This paper re-examines the connection
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between media and signs from the perspective of media affordances
and, on this basis, proposes a new proposition: “media as signs”.
This means that media are no longer seen merely as intermediaries
that carry and transmit semiotic meaning but rather as ontological
entities capable of constructing a semiotic world. The relationship
between media and signs should be one of symbiotic coexistence—
when something functions as a medium, it is necessarily semiotic;
when something functions as a sign, it is necessarily a medium.
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