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ABSTRACTS

Han and Wei dynasties, and catching up with the three generations led to the lavish compliments of Cabinet
poets on The Book of Poeiry. The viewpoint of serving one person from night to night was attributed to
imitate the tradition of composing verses in the Spring and Autumn Times. The last stage of Cabinet poetics
development was advocated by Cheng Minzheng, Li Dongyang and some others, whose contribution was to
succeed the satirical features of The Book of Poeiry to realize the appraisal balance of Cabinet poetics, to
highlight and enhance the essence difference between The Book of Poetry and other poetic philosophies, and
to potentially indicate the non-uniqueness of The Book of Poetry with the comprehensiveness of next

generation of poetry to elaborate the appearance of retro poetry.

Retrospect and Prospect of Classical Chinese Literature Studies During the Period of the Republic of
China Luo Jianbo

The Republic of China period marked the beginning and transition of the modernization of classical
Chinese literature studies. Related research achievements during this period have already drawn the
attention of the academia. A large number of achievements have been made in terms of literature
compilation, catalogue indexing, theoretical research, and academic history review. Future studies should
be carried out on the basis of a more comprehensive, systematic, and standardized literature review to
summarize the basic characteristics, theoretical values, and contemporary significance of the research of

classical literature of the Republic of China.

Becoming Through Energy, Through Material, and Through Virtue—— Re-exploration of Zhou
Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram Tang Wenming

The five circles of Taiji Diagram correspond to Taiji, the way of Heaven, the way of Earth, the way of
Humanity and the way of transformation of everything. The first circle symbolizes Taiji as eternal reality.
The second circle symbolizes the way of Heaven: that is to say, things come into being through energy. The
third circle symbolizes the way of Earth: that is to say, things are transformed through material. The fourth
circle symbolizes the establishment of human civilization by sages from Fuxi to Confucius. The fifth circle
symbolizes a universe that may be transformed by human power, which could be achieved by human virtues

or ruined by human vices. We can justify this point of view by weighing it with Yi, checking it with

The Absence of Truth in Traditional Chinese Thought and Its Cultural Significance Zhou Jianzhang

The lack of truth concept in traditional Chinese philosophy is not a simple factual judgement as it
seems, and the important point is the concrete analysis and interpretation about the essence of truth and the
significance of its presence or absence. Truth’s key role in Western philosophy reflects Greece philosopher’s
character of epistemology center and the tendency on pure theoretical speculation and thought including the
competitive style in terms of bivalence in Logics in pursuing assertive and veritable truth. As the counterpart
of truth, the practical and different character but running parallel dialectical manner of Tao just contrasts to
Western philosophy. The issue raised by Chad Hanson that there is no concept of truth in Chinese
philosophy has not only been confirmed by the fact that there was no such word and linguistic usage meaning
truth in ancient Chinese, but it can also be further argued and explained by the observation that there is no

such real thing as public debate in the name of truth as well. The latter bears a significant correlation to the
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total absence of Western Trivium, which is Gramma Logic and Rhetoric, in Chinese culture. With such
comparison between Chinese and Western philosophy and culture, the lack of hypothesis of truth is

justified, and its cultural significance becomes manifest.

Modern Chinese Philosophers’ Consciousness of the Philosophical Methodology and Its Origin in
History Gao Haibo

Modern Chinese philosophy arose from the historical background of the encounter and communication
between Western and Eastern philosophy. Affected by Western philosophy, modern Chinese philosophers
have gradually acknowledged the importance of methodology for the research of the history of Chinese
philosophy, the construction of modern philosophy, as well as the innovation of Chinese thought and
culture. Some modern philosophers try to combine the Western and Chinese philosophical methods in an
attempt to form more comprehensive methods and on the basis of which, they have made great effort to

contribute to the modernization of Chinese philosophy as well as world philosophy.

The Harvard University Transcript of Yuen Ren Chao—— The History of Science Course He
Attended at Harvard University Zeng Dian

Yuen Ren Chao ( Zhao Yuanren) , one of the Four Tutors of Chinese Learning at Tsinghua University,
is quite well-known to many people. In 1910, he was qualified via a series of examinations to be a student
who was eligible to study in the US and sponsored financially by the Boxer Indemnity. After arriving in the
US, he studied at Cornell University and Harvard University successively. There have been many studies
about Yuen Ren Chao and his academic achievements, but his studying performance when he was a student
at universities is still blurring. With the transcript of Yuen Ren Chao collected by Harvard University, the
author would present his course studying historically, introducing the unrevealed tie between his research
and the History of Science, the author hopes that the exploration could make a supplement to the existing

Yuen Ren Chao studies.

“Visual Speech”: The Revolution of Chinese Characters and Letters Universalism in China
Zhong Yurou
The modern Chinese script revolution constituted a significant dimension of the 19th century Chinese

cultural and literary revolution. This article introduces the beginning of the modern Chinese script

revolution the Chinese Romanization movement. Tracing the work of Yuen Ren Chao the movement’s
arch-theoretician and father of modern Chinese linguistics, the author excavates the theoretical origins of
those radical proposals that aimed to eradicate Chinese characters, map their transnational development,

and reconsider the outcome of an increasingly technologizing view on writing. On the one hand, the

alphabetization of the Chinese script coalesced with the dominance of phono centrism the systematic

privileging of speech over writing on a global scale. On the other, the Chinese Romanization movement,
in adhering to the phonocentric principle and in pursuing more advanced technologies of visible speech and
sound reproduction, inadvertently undermined the universality of the Roman-L.atin alphabet and highlighted

the necessity of rethinking the true meaning of writing beyond the logic of supplementarity.
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