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A Probe into Ferdinand de Saussure’s Ontic Concept of Language :

A Perspective from Ontologies

XIE Gang

(College of Foreign Language Education,Jilin University,Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Metaphysical reflection on ‘being’ of language denotes how Ferdinand. de Saussure thought about language. As
a result,it is of great importance to probe into Saussrean theory from the perspective of ontology. Due to the complex
cultural environment the Swiss lives in.lots of stories are made about the sources from which his inspirations derive. All
these wrong assumptions are mainly based on lack of proper understandings about Saussure’s ontic concept about
language. Therefore,a better knowledge about the similarities and differences concerning ontology between east and west
facilitates a good understanding about the logic connection between being and language. which also helps to know what
Saussure really says about language. Furthermore, it is also critical for theorization of linguistics, the critic of linguistic
theory and evolution of functional research paradigms.
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