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Selected Abstracts

Divine Justice as a Motif of Greek Tragedies —«-:-:oococoeeeeerieieiiiii, Ding Ersu(217)

Abstract: The development of tragedy in the West has peaked in three historical periods each manifes—
ting a unique set of ethical values and aesthetic orientations. As the earliest of the three cultural monu-
ments Greek tragedy revolves around the central theme of human struggle against fate or destiny. From
their individual perspectives the pioneering tragedians of ancient Greece tended to raise a common
question: where is divine justice? Their various responses to the question have left behind a rich treas—

ure of humanistic spirit.

Acoustical analysis of English vowels respectively produced by Chinese Dutch and American
speakers of English = ----cocovevieieeniiiiinns Wang Hongyan Vincent J. J. P. vanHeuven( 226)

Abstract: This study examines the production of English vowels by Chinese and Dutch learners of Eng—
lish in comparison with their production by native American English speakers. Detailed measurements
of the three groups’ vowel properties ( vowel quality and vowel duration) are taken and subjected to
statistical analyses. Results show that while native speakers enjoy their native benefits in both vowel
quality and vowel duration and a marked difference exists between non — native and native speakers of
English among non — native speakers the difference is not salient. Results of human perception and
LDA identification are further compared so as to establish the fact that LDA identification can be com-

bined with Contrastive Analysis for the prediction of English vowel learning problems.

Verbal Metaphor’ s Negative Semantic Features: With Metaphors in Russian as an Exemplar
.................................................................................... Peng Yuhai Yuxin( 237)
Abstract: Metaphor not only has similarity as its constitutive property but also possesses negative se—
mantic features. While scholarly attention has been focused on the former the latter remains neglected
by researchers concerned. Using Russian verbal metaphors as exemplars this paper attempts to ad-
dress the problem of negative semantic features in metaphor by analyzing such aspects as negative se—
mantic connotations; hierarchies of negative semantic features; and the transfer between negation and

affirmation in verbal metaphor.

Rethinking Metaphorical Vagueness «----------oooeeeeeriinniiiniiiinninnnnnnnnn. Zhou Yunhui( 259)

Abstract: Vagueness is pervasive in both linguistic and cognitive metaphors. Although many researches
have been conducted to address this problem from different perspectives mnone of them is thorough e—
nough to offer a comprehensive understanding of the issue. This paper subjects metaphorical vagueness
to a detailed analysis and comes to three conclusions: 1) metaphor is a fuzzy category with members of
unequal status; 2) metaphorical meaning is always vague; 3) metaphor functions as a fuzzy mode of
cognition. In drawing these conclusions the paper calls attention to the multi — dimensional character

’
of metaphor’” s vagueness.
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