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Chinese Characters as Media: View on Chinese Characters of

Media Ecology and Its Reflection
LI Hong, YE Cheng

Abstract; In the view of the Media Ecology, words are also a kind of medium. In the discussion of their alphabet effect,

Chinese characters always appear as a comparison object. By sorting out the scattered views on Chinese characters, we at-

tempt to construct a framework for discussing Chinese characters as a medium. According to Media Ecology, Chinese charac-

ters have profound symbolic and material characteristics, which determine their unique way of expressing meanings and tech-

nological development logic. It also profoundly affects people” s ways of perception and thinking, reflecting a way of

extending people that is different from that of alphabetic writing. Moreover. it gives rise to different ways of social organiza-

tion, scientific potential, and national control at the macro level. Concerning the project of studying Chinese characters in the

information age. we can get some enlightenment from Media Ecology on the basis of reflecting on the problem domain of its

alphabet.
Key words: Media Ecology; alphabet effect; Chinese characters; Xiang thinking

+ 148 -



