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Epistemological Thinking on Large Language
Models Based on the Modern Semiotics

MA Yuan
(Institute of Marxist Philosophy, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract ; Possessing the characteristics of exploring the mechanism of human language generation and focusing on
the world of human symbolic objects, the modern semiotics can provide an understanding perspective on Large Lan-
guage Models with analyses of processing of natural language by Large Language Models from “synchronic” and
“diachronic” , a comparison of Large Language Models with human natural language from “langue” and “parole” ,
and an understanding on the “learning” of Large Language Models from symbolic metaphor mechanisms. In conse-
quence, promoting the interactive association between Large Language Models and human symbolic activities can
provide an epistemological thinking mode for the development of digital humanities based on the modern semiotic.

Key words: modern semiotics; Large Language Models; natural language; epistemology

(pifEgmiE Bt )

63



