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To Narrate or to Be Narrated: Montage as a Style

Wen Yiming

Abstract: For decades, montage has been accepted as a particular type of film
narrative, shifting between the technical details of shots and the grand
narrative of the plot. This paper approaches montage from a semiotic
viewpoint, interpreting it as a particular “style ” in the construction of
movie text, redefining it as a poetically narrative intrusion that results in
defamiliarisation and thereby leads to the implied meaning of the text.
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