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Subject and Other of the Semiotic System .

On the Effects of Benveniste on Kristeva

Zhang Ying

(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064 )

Abstract : The linguistic theory of French linguist Emile Benveniste is one of the

important branches of Saussurean linguistics. Benveniste’s researches on discursive

activity and subjectivity of language activity directly affect the theory construction of

Julia Kristeva’s sémanalyse. On one hand., Kristeva’s subject-in-process theory is

obviously influenced by Benveniste’s speaking subject who is challenged and criticized by

the former. On the other hand. the introduction of Freud’ wunconscious theory to

language research raised by Benveniste directly affects and motivates Kristeva's

investigation of the heterogeneous Other namely “the semiotic” raised by Kristeva in the

communication language. Kristeva's sémanalyse is an embodiment of self-criticism and

correction of the semiotic theory.
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