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Image Behavior as the Metaphor of "Social Emotion":
The Symbols, Rhetoric and Discourse of Meme Emoticons

QU Ji-rong, LI Yi-ping (School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University,
Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: As a symbolic "image behavior", meme emoticons present a parallel relationship between individual perception
and collective experience. The multimodal form of "graphic-structure" integrates visual and speech into an integrated
whole, cooperating with each other to convey information and complete the production of social shared symbols.
Metaphor, intertextuality and other rhetoric devices relate individual emotions and collective memory. In the meanwhile,
they integrate the common perception of the collective experience and social culture on the basis of expressing emotions.
Image symbols and subcultural attributes make it have a cultural resistance posture, whereas rebellion, entertainment,
performance and other elements of meme emoticons present a clear discourse of modern cynicism in display.

Key words: meme emoticons; image behavior; multimodal symbols; rhetoric; discourse
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