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Symbols and Significations in the Aesthetics of Life — A

Research on the Origin and Development of Imagery of

Chinese Traditional Building Ridge Ornaments and Its
Path of Design Innovation

XU Zihan,LIU Siyu

[Abstract] As a visual imagery symbol reflecting the aesthetics of life, traditional Chinese ridge
ornaments possess intuitive symbolism. The design of ridge ornament shapes starts by imitating
and absorbing the objective "imagery" of natural elements, and then integrating them through

"imagery", which is then used as an external expression of

aesthetic perception to form subjective
the aesthetic subject’s creative design and values. The aesthetic imagery expression of ridge
ornaments is not only a mimicry of natural forms, but also focuses on abstract simplification,
generalization, and extraction to dig out the aesthetic cultural elements in natural forms and
transform them into a symbolic language, making ridge ornaments cultural symbols with
abstractness, symbolism, and ethical significance. This symbolic and abstract "imagery" design
endows ridge ornaments with deeper cultural connotations, transcending the material practical
level and becoming a spiritual existence. This paper analyzes the external form composition and
internal aesthetic expression of architectural ridge ornaments from four dimensions: historical
context, cultural connotation, imagery interpretation, and modeling characteristics. From the
perspectives of cultural creativity, public space environment, and virtual reality design, the
"imagery" symbols such as modeling patterns in traditional ridge ornaments can be creatively
applied to modern life, providing new insights for opening up the innovative development of
Chinese traditional design culture.

[Keywords] Zhouyi (Book of Changes) thinking; traditional architectural ridge ornaments;

imagery; cultural symbol; modern design
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