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On Object Narrative and Quadruple Evidences of
Chinese Civilization Exploration
YE Shu-zian''?
(1. School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240;
2. School of Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The multiple narration of cultural study is related to the quadruple evidence approach of the ancient Chi-
nese civilization study. The first evidence refers to ancient literature; the second unearthed literature and characters;
the third evidence indicates oral transmission and intangible cultural heritage in anthropology including many refer-
ences of folklore studies and ethnology; and the fourth archaeological objects and graphs. In terms of narratology the
effect of the last evidence is shown in object and graph narration that finds expression in the exploration of Chinese
civilization and transcends the graphic limit of Chinese characters, and moreover, reconstructs a cultural text besides
text. In this sense, many animal images such as tiger, owl, bear, cicada and snake and their picture coding indicative
of revival like a phoenix in myth will provide a clue to the interpretation of difficult literary narration.

Keywords: object narrative; quadruple evidence; comparative mythology; Chinese civilization exploration
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