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Nameless Narrative: A Semiotic Analysis of Contemporary

News Discourse

WANG Qiang

( School of Journalism and Communication Minnan Normal University ~Zhangzhou 363000 China)

Abstract: The text identity of news is determined by media organizations and news narrative often presents a “non-per—

sonal ” style. Specific media organizations are the common “universal implied authors” of their narrative texts. A series of

“meta-symbols” infiltrated into news texts highlight the collective subjective consciousness and convey the ideology of

specific media. Normalization and standardization of news narrative still have ideological color and hinder the differentia—

tion and diversity of news discourse. The boundaries of traditional journalism tend to dissolve driven by the technological

change of new media the participation of audiences and the diversification of “small narratives” into the competition

with “standard narratives” of news organizations. Compared with the standard narrative of “strong coding” news mass

news follows the path of “weak coding” and produces more personalized discourse. The function of “strong coding” and

“weak coding” news has produced obvious distinction: the former is more related to realistic cognition while the latter is

mainly related to human emotion and aesthetics. “Weak coding” news dispels the hegemony of standardized narrative of

“strong coding” news and effectively expands the function of news.

Keywords: news narrative; semiotics; ideology; narrative competition; weak coding
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