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Stars’ Endorsements in Advertising
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Abstract:

This paper discusses how sports star endorsement empowers
advertising, and examines the meaning transfers of words in
advertising texts. In the mass consumption society, advertising is

done not only for the sake of brand or product promotion, but also
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because advertising is an important object of consumption in itself.
Due to the dual effects of “sports + star” messages, sports star
endorsements have played an important role in changing the
meaning of “endorsement”. The major periodic international sports
events such as the World Championships, World Cups and
Olympic Games have reinforced this pattern. Advertising through
sports star endorsements is an example of McCraken’s model of the
meaning transfer of star endorsements. However, this model fails to
provide the necessary theoretical interpretation for the congruity
between endorsement subjects and objects, the scope of
representation involved in an endorsement, the role of endorsements
in advertising, or the signifying mechanisms in such advertisement.
Therefore, this paper investigates the signifying mechanisms
involved in advertisement through sports star endorsement and
serves to enrich McCraken’s theoretical model from the perspective
of semiotics.
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model, signifying mechanism, generation of transferred meaning
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