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Hiding behind the Land: A Formal Analysis of Li Peifu’s Book of Life

TANG Xiao-in
( The College of Literature and Journalism Sichuan University Chengdu 610065 China)

Abstract: Book of Life is neither writing about the land nor thinking about the relationship between land and peo-
ple. In fact all the factors such as the title of the novel inscription and bifurcated tree structure show that Book
of Life mainly focuses on the life of the people in Wuliang village. It made a group portrait for the common psy-
chology and human nature of the people who have inhabited in the Plains by generations thus questioning the ul-
timate value of life. That is the real moral of the novel. Obviously the prey of Book of Life is hidden behind the
land purposely.
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