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Text -Image Theory :

New Learning, Practical Learning and “the Study of the Gentleman”

NI Ai-zhen
(Institute of Literature and Culture, Jiangxi Academy of Social Sciences, Nanchang 330077, China)

Abstract ; Zhao Xianzhang has laid a solid foundation for the study of the relationship between literature and image to grow
into a new discipline “literary iconology” in the aspects of constructing basic theories. carrying out special research and
sorting out literature and historical materials. He has also made important contributions to the development and improve-
ment of iconology and semiotic theory originating from the West. At the same time, he has also brought a “practical
learning” to the academic circle, which is embodied in three aspects: realistic concern and humanistic feelings, Chinese
problems and Western learning, logical deduction and historical tradition. His literary image theory is a successful practice
of constructing Chinese academic system and discourse system by adhering to the principle of basing on China and drawing
lessons from foreign countries. His original interdisciplinary research method provides important enlightenment for other
humanities to open up new problem domains and establish new research paradigms. His research life embodies the spirit
of “gentleman’s study” mentioned by Xunzi.
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