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From Form to Sign: Semiotic Analysis of

Commodity Fetishism

Bi Furong

Abstract: Marx’s discourse on commodity fetishism is rich in connotation.

Grounded in Marx’s original texts, this paper draws upon structuralist

linguistics, deconstruction theory and psychoanalysis to conduct a
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semiotic analysis of commodity fetishism. The essence of commodity
fetishism is embedded in the form of a commodity. Form, in formal
dialectics, represents a dynamic process. Similar to the operation of
dreams, the commodity form operates by affirming the primacy of
commodity values, inscribing social relations on metal objects in the
form of money. Thus, the money form assumes a dominant role,
becoming an empty signifier with an immortal essence. Marx’s
revelation of commodity fetishism indicates the point of collapse of
capitalist society. That is, it is a symptom of “the relations of things
covering up social relations”. Marx’s theory of commodity fetishism
enriches the theory of ideology and demonstrates the important
contribution of Marxism to the theory of ideology.
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