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study. This essay first clarifies the presuppositions of and a basic
theoretical framework for online symbolic conflict study in three
dimensions: philosophy, analysis, and theory. This approach is deeply
influenced by three kinds of theoretical development: constructivism in
paradigm studies, linguistics in philosophy, and the concept of micro-
power in ideological analysis. Second, the essay shows how conflicting
symbols work as micro-power representations via articulation practice,
with concrete examples. Finally, the essay shows how ideology is
reproduced through multilayered signifying practices, taking the
arbitrariness of signifier-signified as the logical premise and
constructing new meaning systems through paradigmatic relations. It is
also noted that resistance and dialogue are two mportant disourse
functions of symbolic conflict. Chinese netizens, for example, have
constructed an “alternative discourse space” to resist the leading
ideology, which reflects the awakening of civic awareness in China. At
the same time, however, conflicting symbols convey the intention to
negotiate with the official ideology, indicating an active vision of social
improvement. This reflects the dialogic essence of the Internet,
characterised by inter-subjectivity based on lingual conversation, which
is easily overlooked by researchers.
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