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Cognitive semiotic interpretation of liver visceral manifestation in
traditional Chinese medicine from the perspective of image metaphor
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Abstract: This paper takes the image metaphor as the fulerum and from the perspective of semiotic cog—
nitive interpretation of meaning it examines the relationship between the property of “Wood” in the wux—
ing ( five element) Theory and the family iconicity of the category of “liver visceral manifestation”. The
metaphorical mechanism of “wood” and “liver visceral manifestation” category is demonstrated. It is con—
cluded that the inwlvement of cognitive semiotics makes the occurrence and development of TCM theory
hawe the inherent motive force and sustained vitality. Some problems in the study of metaphor theory in
traditional Chinese medicine have been put forward and answered. Originated from the wuxing Theory
cognitive meaning interpretation of TCM liver visceral manifestation category theory has the function of
metacognitive interpretation and is the cognitive starting point of understanding TCM theories.
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