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On the Absence of Signifier in Blank — signs
Wang Jun Li Xiang
( School of Foreign Languages Soochow University Suzhou 215006 China)

Semiotics is mainly concerned with concrete signs 1. e. signs with specific formal representations such as ordinary linguis—
tic signs traffic signs audio signs etc. Few researches have been conducted on the blank-signs which are represented as the ab—
sence of formal expressions but meanwhile having specific signification. In the studies of blank-signs home and abroad scholars
often misuse some key concepts used in Saussurean dyadic semiosis and Peircean triadic semiotics resulting in the problem of ab—
sent signifier. This paper takes linguistic blank-signs as an example expounding the key concepts of signifier sign vehicle rep—
resentamen etc. trying to show within the framework of Saussurean classic semiosis that: (1) signifier cannot be absent; what
is absent is just the sign vehicle; (2) a blank-sign must be perceptible based on the wholeness of structure or semantics; ( 3)
what is absent in a linguistic blank-sign can be the loss of a certain element in formal structure and in some cases some mar—
king tools can be employed to indicate the existence of the blank-sign. In other situations a blank-sign can be represented as the
loss of a certain part in a complete semantic relation.
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