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On the Image-Word Relation in the
Post-Typographic Discourse

YE Qi-chang
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: “ Hypermedia” and “the interactive television system” are the two contemporary relationships
between image and word. Epistemologically misleading is the traditional semiotic account of the image-
word relation since it is ontologically based on language, and as a result, the nature of sign is reduced
to its phenomena. Image and word possess different epistemological commitments due to their own
separate “affordances”. The article holds that it is the mediated nature of human knowledge, the unneu-
tral nature of signs, and the thwee metafunctions w hich any semiotic system should possess that serve as the
epistemological basis for the division of image and word provide the possihility to explore the relations between
these two semiotic systems and open an effective way to deal with the virtual reality.
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