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A View of the Significance of the Methodology of
Text Criticism with Regard to Western New Narrative Theory

LIU Li-li

(College of Language and Literature, Nankai U niversity,

Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: The value of the methodology of Western new narrative theory mainly shows itself by setting up

a central arena for combination of formal analysis and historic criticism. This observation is based on the few

characteristics of new

narrative theory,

including emphasis on

the complexity, constructivity and

unconventionality of narrative literature and on everywhereness of narration and having logical proceedings of

rational thinking. This arena solves the historical problem that critical approaches lacked means for incorporation

and transformation within and without the text. The new narrative theory challenges the subject of the narrative

text, hence causing a revolution with the most methodological meaning. M oreover, “post—classic methodology”

adds a lot to “views” of text criticism and also to the capacity of literary criticism.
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