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On the Semiotic Thought of Yogacara and the Relationship
Between Names and Meanings

Cao Zhong

Abstract: Unlike schools such as Mahayana Madhyamaka, which emphasize
the “emptiness” of linguistic signs alone, the Yogacara tradition
profoundly and richly elucidated the mechanism and form of meaning
expression in linguistic signs from the perspective of their
“existence ”. Their ideas were once termed by scholars as the
“ philosophy of words ”. However, previous studies have
predominantly focused on the “provisional nature” of linguistic signs

in Yogacara, generally neglecting the interpretation of its semiotic
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thought regarding meaning expression. This oversight has, to some
extent, hindered a comprehensive understanding of Yogacara’s
linguistic sign theory. Therefore, this paper attempts to examine
Yogacara’s semiotic thought concerning meaning expression through
dimensions such as the modes of meaning expression, the carrier
forms of meaning expression, and the relationship between names
and meanings. This research not only contributes to expanding the
modern interpretation of Yogacara thought but also holds significant
implications for the study of semiotic thought in ancient China.
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