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Finding the Way Home in the Post-Home Era:
A Semiotic Approach
Jiang Xiaoli Li Xing
Abstract: This paper explores the continuously transforming concept of “home”

in the “post-home era” through the Chinese people’s “semiotic self-

consciousness” to examine the relatively static components of this
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concept. The discussion of “home” has a subtle academic lineage, a
broad scope, and historical depth, but it lacks generality and a holistic
dimension and is relatively unconcerned with more fundamental and
essential dimension of meaning. Starting from the dialogue between
Western philosophy and Confucianism, this paper discusses the two-
way path of meaning that tightens from *being-in-the-world” to
“being-in-the-home™ and expands from home to nation. It argues that
home as a way of conscious existence, meamng existence, and
cultural existence of the subject is a metalinguistic semiosphere of
human beings. As a semiotic system of life narrative, home is the
starting point and end point of an individual’s “meaning adventure”,
carrying the semiotic functions of individual consciousness-shaping,
meaning regeneration, and the perpetuation of culture.
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KHLORIT 2B HE - AR AR SATRAXHE, THEfE AR “&
WA, BESRMNMER (LW, FE. WETEH. AEHS) BEKER,
R TR ER, HMERARALZEIFEIRFTE (Mugeraver,
2018, p.xiv) . HIEEREESR, BAMTNSEE, BOSY EKAFE
B, HRLEZAENRKOME. “WIRI" By, RIEEEEITEFHFISHE
Ao ERARBRMENR, EXTREAFRN AR LRI, “Hrmz
MR EERERBN S L (L8, 2014, p.49), Hik, FREEAH
FEABEEEFNEGEHF, SXHRNEFFE SRE (Avedl, 1983,
pp. 84 - 126) . R P T FH ¥ Xt “HK” WMBEIFAFIL, LUETHES
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REE", FUAREIRMzY, mEEEBEGEREAR T AR “Kashyy”
MIEEF R, RMEN, T “K” TR EZ. KWHE AR

126



HERAsSE W

B, IXEEMEER. BEANRSE, MEEMNERACTHREEYS
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(B R, 2017, p.85), HIMEE LML EIENR, MAKBAER X4
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FTIURFEZS B AR, AR RS EM T, N, BeEd, K
IR BA R MR R, Hilt, BigR “witR2Zh” B2 AR
ZH BWARBTENSAMERE THENE, BEAGERLEREENLE
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AR SO EREAALIN . BIREXARZHAR, BEMNERAEEEEE
PR A HATRRLURRE L, RZHEE TR, FHEEL ENER,
HUFEARIREAAETRO T, LA B EERERESEE, T30k
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