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An Interpretation of Luo Fu’s Great Compassion Mantra and A Concurrent
Discussion on Meta-language Theories and Poetic Illustrations

QITAO Qi
( School of Chinese Language and Literature Xi’ an International Studies University Xi’ an 710128 China)

Abstract; While Great Compassion Mantra aims to describe “great compassion” it is focused on wandering
with its subject being roamers and a metaphysical representation of the entanglement between desires and Zen. That
roamers homesick but detached from their home villages have mixed and complex feelings about their home land
is the prime paradox of Great Compassion Mantra as well as of Luo Fu’ s poetic creation. The blend between dhyana
and the metadanguage of verse has facilitated the “unreasonable but wonderful” artistic effect of verse; while the
conflict between the meta-Janguage in the real world and verse and dhyana has led to the obscure sense of reading.
The obscurity at a lower level caused by the misuse of metadanguage can be resolved and avoided whereas the ob—
scurity at a higher level arising from duplicate senses in a whirlpool manner is exactly the ingenious art of verse.
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