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Semiotics Paradigm, Schools and
Concepts of Communication Studies

HU Yi—rong

(School of Literature and Journalism , Sichuan University , Chengdu Sichuan 610065, China)

[Abstract] There are a lot of discussions on schools and paradigms of communication studies in Chi-
na, and most of them are deeply influenced by North American mass communication studies. However,
some discussions confuse the theoretical paradigms with schools. If we go back to the most basic meta—
theoretical level, communication semiotics as a dimension of meaning research will be complementary to
the process of information theory control. Moreover, the research on the dimension of significance will
provide a valuable human literature interpretation of the paradox of information excess and meaning lack
in the background of high speed development of media technology.

[Key words] Communication Studies; Semiotics; Frankfurt School; Critical Theory
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