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On Meta-sign in Wenxin Diaolong

Yu Hualong

Abstract: A meta-sign is a sign used in a metalanguage to represent an arbitrary

collation in the object language. However, in some cases, the
signification of a meta-sign becomes more obvious. Meta-
semiotisation not only increases the value of the sign but also erases its
original meaning. In this process, signs are commonly separated from
their objects, and signs themselves promote the further evolution of
signs. This occurred in the articles of the Southern Dynasties. To
surpass their predecessors’ achievements, each literati cohort in the

Southern Dynasties advocated an innovation in stylistics, with the
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mntention of highlighting the differences between ancient and modern
times. This process exhibited a high degree of meta-semiotisation.
Although this feature has a certain value, it has also been criticised by
many scholars. In Wenxin Diaolong, Liu Xie rejects this concept of
meta-semiotisation and proposes another meta-semiotised concept:
unlimited semiosis. He outlines his approach to semiotics, which
involves tracing a sign back to its original meaning and understanding
the gradual upgrading of signs.

Keywords: literature of the Southern Dynasties, Wenxin Diaolong, meta-sign
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A (R 25 RETE, B8 (W) 2 BEEN, By (HE); K, &R
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W75 DA A, et Ao ot o) B 52 B L R T 1o XL R T 2 R o ok 1) 221 o 2
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