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Title: On Chinese Narrative in American Non-fiction Novels in the New Century

ABSTRACT: The frequent appearance of Chinese-themed non-fiction novels con-
stitutes a new trend in American non-fiction literature in the new century. This literary
phenomenon is closely related to China’s economic development and the authors’ life
experiences. In order to achieve a balance between “truthfulness” and “literariness”, most
of these novels choose to use an explicit narrator “I” to tell stories, occasionally by way of
jigsaw narratives. In terms of characterization and plotting, these authors tend to excavate
the typical, and present it as a metaphorical interpretation of China. However, different
portrayals of the typical also depend on the positions and styles of various authors.
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