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Narratability : Defining News Value from the Perspective of

Semiotic

Narratology

Feng Yueji

Abstract: Research into news value, a core concept in journalism theory, has

extended to both ends of the experiential/phenomenal induction and
abstract philosophical deduction spectrum. There are many disputes over
the concept and little consensus. This paper argues from the perspective
of semiotic narratology that statement and narration are two forms of
news text constitution and signification. On this basis, narratability is the
standard for selecting news events and narrativity is the standard for
evaluating news texts. Given the need for weightiness in a news report,

which infinitely approaches the experiential world, and the practical
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features of the production, communication and reception of news
reports, the author claims that “narratability ” should serve as the
baseline for news value.
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