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Symbolic Consumption and Identity of Adolescent
Ban Jian-wu
(Center for Citizenship and Moral Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
Abstract: Symbolic consumption is an important way of contemporary adolescent culture life. Identity of
adolescent constitutes the main purpose and significance of adolescent consumption symbol. Adolescent in the
symbolic consumption demands identity includes individual recognition and social recognition two levels.
Signifier space of symbolic consumption of adolescent includes modern media, information, fashion and consumer
space, they are important carrier material of symbolic consumption of adolescent. Signification attribute of
symbolic consumption of adolescent mainly includes popular culture and sub— culture that are two different
cultural values, which shows adolescentthe by symbolic consumption te seek different cultures identity . Symbolic

consumption as adolescent culture motif contemporary characterization of identity, has a very close
relationship with the socio ~economic and cultural changes. To reveal the aesthetic function of symbolic
consumption of adolescent will help us understand the contemporary adolescent ,enhancing knowledge
appreciation and visibility, making students get a pleasure from education.

Key words: symbolic consumption; identity; signified; signifier; signification; popular culture; sub—culture
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