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A Comparison of the Narrative Forms of Traditional
Chinese and Western Theatrical Performances

Hu Yiwei

Abstract: The traditional narrative forms of Chinese and Western theatrical

performances have their respective focuses. Understanding the similarities
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and differences in narrative forms of Chinese and Western theatrical
performances can help deepen the cultural foundation behind them,
inspire creativity, and engage in communication and dialogue. From the
perspectives of the performance narrator, time and space, and the media
used, this paper examines the similarities and differences in the narrative
forms of traditional Chinese and Western theatrical performances. It is
found that the fundamental reason for the differentiation of traditional
Chinese and Western theatrical performances lies in the cultural
traditions they are based on. In terms of narrator forms, traditional
Chinese and Western theatrical performances have different emphasis on
both invisible and explicit narrative methods; in terms of the temporal
structure of the plot, traditional Chinese and Western theatrical
performances have their own characteristics in point-line and block
types; in the perceived narrative space, traditional Chinese and Western
theatrical performances present a gradual fusion of similarity in spirit
and form, and so on.

Keywords: theatrical performances; visual cultural traditions; narrator; to convey

oneself in form
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