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On Emotional Modality: The Dimension of Film and
Television Editing

Liu Ligang

Abstract: As a type of “device”, “emotion” in film and TV series has quite
complicated components. For this reason, in-depth discussion of the
emotional issues in films and TV series is rare. The lack of in-depth
research on this issue also results from the need for a better theoretical

perspective and suitable operational tools. Undoubtedly, the cross-
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mode theory of the “subject and the other” demonstrated in Tan
Guanghui’s book The Semiotic Phenomenology of Emotion plays a key role
i analysing the issue. Based on the cross-mode theory, this paper
focuses on the “love” between Zhou Bingkun and Zheng Juan in the
TV drama 4 Lifelong fourney from the perspective of editing. Although
this paper only talks about “love”, other emotional components and
related issues are inevitably involved. To sum up, emotion has a
very complex modality. As this paper only explores the question
from the perspective of editing, further research is needed.
Keywords: emotional modality, editing, 4 Lifelong Fourney,
empathy communication
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