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Cyclical Transgression in Recent Chinese Movies and

Television

Li Li

Abstract:

Dramas

Narrative transgression and cyclical transgression are frequent in
recent Chinese literary and artistic works, displaying fantastic and
mysterious characteristics. Cyclical transgression is a form of self-
referential paradox that combines the narrating and narrated levels
while breaking chains of causality and the linear passage of time. In
recent Chinese novels, movies, and television dramas, cyclical
transgression has become increasingly complex. According to various
classificatory criteria, cyclical transgression can be divided into whole
and individual, complete and incomplete, or single and tangled

forms. The means of breaking the vicious circle of transgression can
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be found at a higher level or from within the circle.
Keywords: narrative transgression, cyclical transgression, self-referential
paradox, vicious circle
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