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The Symbolic Rhetoric and Narrative Machanism of the
Epidemic at the End of the Qing Dynasty and the Beginning of
the Republic of China: A Case Study of Three Pictorial

Newspapers in Guangdong

Peng Jia, Xu Xintong

Abstract : Epidemics have often occurred in places with humid climate and strong
miasmas. Guangdong in history, as an epidemic-prone area, has abundant
culture and customs, narratives and herapeutic measures related to epidemic.
The author focuses on three pictorial newspapers of Guagdong which are

Current Af fairs Pictorial Newspapers,Civilians Pictorial Newspapers
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and Shangqi Pictorial Newspapers in the late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China, using theories of symbolic rhetoric and narratology to
explore the rhetorical framework and the narrative mechanism regarding the
content of the epidemic.

Keywords:epidemic; Guangdong; narrative; rhetoric
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