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Measuring Noise: The Peircean Typology and Classification of
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Abstract: The most common way to measure noise is by the signal-to-noise ratio,

which depends on precise numerical indicators and technical conditions.
Noise in the meaning of signs, however, is difficult to quantify, with no
easily determinable numerical proportion. This paper investigates the
relation between noise and meaning from the perspective of the Peircean

typology. It atfirms the likelihood of the effect of noise and measures the
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noise of meaning to a certain degree based on semiotic ontology. There
are different degrees of predominance of “thirdness” in Peirce’s ten-part
sign typology. Noise, existing as a kind of “thirdness ” that invades and
conflicts with the “thirdness ” of signs to different degrees, influences
meaning to a varying level.
Keywords: noise, Peircean typology, Peirce, signal-to-noise ratio
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TMEHSTREHN— ‘HE—LEHFFS’  (ulterior sign), XFhEEN 2 X
B IETE B ETIRS R Z510, SR EMAKEN. BR, BN
X RNFE— R, WA LRRE— AT, Bk, SRAAF—H,
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HMWSRRE—NRF, ZFSHAIERE-TRFHERFF.” (CP 2.254—
2.264) ZBRIWHES T —MEHEMAEF, TRITRSSLEHAER, A
“HEBYHRERY; ARWINY” XNK/DETR, #HE “AREES
W’ Mg, WIEMHRESFUX R, MERTNEMENE L/,
N 737t

WRHER AR R ER AR RRNGERR TEE, TREL
R&E B RFFHERA BT LG LA — PR R AR, FlnRMNBERT
REBEEROER, RaELEMANHERREMERMFAK (canon), A
TANXBEEREA FRNERN—FRNEBRR TXMEE, FHES5K
BEAAFELEMBR, FRESMERAENMMHEXHE, HFIREHEERSE
SmE R EE, BB T —REENNER. TR, FRREEN
FREWERMERE L — B FEER AR, BNERTHRREH, &
TR LAANISFHE LAY BUPFHERT R R . RS AN ENE L,

EEAERRB MR ISR, SRR EREER. ‘@
R—EH B WaEita mEEEM, FRER MmENEEE, B4,
XN ER N SMNREAE R ERRE.” (1996, p.63) HENTHBAHE
BEBRN— I Es mAn—1 a8, FEXTEBRES =M. RAMM,
HERE, M, BRARNESHE RS EEDHEREE TN, &
W FH— M EEBENA TR A

WAEILARIR 2 B E THE FRD, A DERS = BRigaif
REIFEIR. Bm. “GERXAREEBENBEL, BARE AMERXES;
WREBNEEXAS, WAXERATERRT; L, mEXAFBEEBE
MBRLE, FRAXAPAEEGREAT.” ZESHEZA T RARSTHTR, Bl
BREZERHE, EmMSBER MRSV ENELT, SR, “WREXAESH
FEERBERBELE, PARAEANERAXAE” BET—MER, EXMEERET,
“RBANERXAS, BAXEHAERRRT” HATERER. XT=EKid
ZETLERE TR, REHE S BB B MBS A HER TS, %
JRA B U TR A R, iS22 T T,

% i&

BRM S RTESES = HRRHXR, EEXIMXR, iER
RSB E X L SRR MW, JFEER EXREHTRBEER,
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EFERETARUMSHFEN, BRETRYRELBENRE L S5EE
M—MAER. TR ERE . SRR LUE— P REE 66 T 51 HitTT
4, BEBFANERRT, MFSEXNTIAREHE—PNSE, LR,
BRI S KB EAEASTZ AL, BB BEE B f X AT S #EATEL
g2RXE. MM T TEBHNFSTBRRHE, FERUSBBEEMHX,
wHERE ERERENRRE) . BNFRERX. Mk ERRSE
BUFHER PR EEEERERENSHBEMERLR, NESHERRNE
BIEXE SRR, ARE—FHBIR.
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