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The interactivity of topic: A case study of natural conversations

Wan Quan

Abstract This article aims to investigate the nature of the topic from the perspective of

discourse and interactive communication by using natural conversations. It is found that both

discourse topics and sentence topics embody interactivity. Based on this recognition, a topic

can be defined as follows: a topic is a label of joint background attention constructed by the

conversation participants in the specific interactional enchrony and situation. From the view

of interactivity in language use, utterances/sentences in Chinese are just mini discourses,

and Chinese utterance/sentence topics are essentially discourse topics.

Keywords topic; interactivity; aboutness; inclusion
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